EDUCATING THE PUBLIC
Each fall NFID and the National Coalition for Adult Immunization sponsor an influenza and pneumococcal immunization awareness campaign. Typically taking the format of a press conference, this campaign seeks to remind millions of Americans of the risks of influenza and pneumococcal disease, and ways of preventing them or their complications. In the influenza season, 10 to 20 percent of the population is infected, 110,000 are hospitalized, and 20,000 die nationwide from influenza or its complications. Every year, pneumococcal disease claims over 12,000 lives and accounts for an estimated 150,000 to 570,000 cases of pneumonia, 50,000 cases of bacteremia and 3,000 cases of meningitis in the United States. Both influenza and pneumococcal vaccinations are highly effective in reducing influenza and pneumococcal infections, their complications, or both.
An informed general public is a first line of defense against many infectious diseases. Medical researchers and public health officials help educate the general public by presenting pertinent information about infectious diseases to the national media and lay press. Press writers then translate technical information into articles and stories understandable by the general public. The Richard J. Duma/NFID Annual Press Conference and Symposium on Infectious Diseases is an annual press conference named to honor one of NFID's founding directors, former president and executive director, Richard J. Duma, MD, PhD. Each year NFID invites medical writers and news correspondents from around the country to attend a half-day educational symposium about infectious diseases at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. Topics expected to generate public interest and publicity throughout the coming year are presented and discussed, following which reporters are given the opportunity to interact one-on-one in an informal setting with foremost national experts in infectious diseases. Predictions about breaking infectious news for the coming year are a recurring highlight of the event.
T T H H E E R R I I C C H H
NFID's website, www.nfid.org, leads viewers to general information about NFID, announcements of NFID conferences and meetings, NFID publications, information about NFID's fellowships and grants program, infectious disease fact sheets, on-line NFID-sponsored news conferences, and a virtual library of infectious diseases containing links to specific data and to large collections of bibliographic information. In addition to providing a resource for healthcare professionals, the NFID website is also popular among the general public. The Internet is a powerful communication vehicle, and its capability to educate large segments of the general population cannot be understated. Unfortunately, non-professionals who use the Internet to obtain health information are often confronted by the wide array of confusing, contradictory, and at times, misleading data. There is little opportunity for the layperson to evaluate the validity of material being presented or to review the professional qualifications of the authors. NFID has taken several steps to either provide information directly to the general public, or to help the public evaluate information that they may encounter. Fact Sheets. Fact sheets are one-page summaries that provide basic information about infectious diseases including their incidence, causes, signs and symptoms, prevention, treatment and areas of ongoing research. Fact sheets are often used as the starting point for a more in-depth exploration of a disease or disease process.
NFID Recommended Websites. To help consumers evaluate the information that they may seek on the Internet, NFID periodically reviews infectious diseases related websites. At least two reviewers, who are members of the NFID's Board of Directors and Community Education Committee, score the websites in five areas: scientific accuracy, completeness, navigability, graphics and design, and suitability for the general public. Websites are certified as NFID Recommended Websites if the reviewers' average score is at least "fair" and the score for accuracy is at least "fair." NFID Recommended Websites receive a hot link from NFID's website and are authorized to use the logo.
NFID is an accredited provider of continuing medical education (CME) for physicians. Accreditation by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) seeks to assure both physicians and the public that continuing medical education activities sponsored by NFID meet the Essentials and Standards for Accreditation. NFID must ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of its professional educational activities; information must be unbiased, and not influenced by financial concerns of industry or the faculty. All faculty and organizers of professional educational events disclose to the audience any significant financial interest or other relationships with manufacturers of discussed products or commercial supporters of its CME activities. In addition, faculty must disclose to the audience any discussion of off-label uses of regulated substances and devices.
The biotechnology revolution has stimulated a remarkable pace in the research and development of vaccines and associated technologies for disease control through immunization. Many new diseases have recently become-or soon will be-vaccine preventable, and improvements to existing vaccines are appearing in rapid succession.
In recognition of this growth in the field, NFID's Annual Conference on Vaccine Research has become the first major, non-commercial scientific forum devoted exclusively to the presentation and sharing of data and knowledge among the diverse disciplines of vaccinology. This three-day conference serves as a forum for presenting and discussing the latest vaccinerelated scientific data, results, and issues via symposia and panel discussions by expert faculty and through oral and poster presentations of submitted papers. The goal is to encourage communication among vaccine researchers and developers, public health officials, and medical personnel who administer vaccines.
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Recognizing the rapid developments in infectious diseases and the difficulty physicians in clinical practice may have in keeping abreast of current progress in infectious diseases, NFID, Emory University School of Medicine, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, sponsor a 2 1 /2 day clinical course, New and Reemerging Infectious Diseases: A Course for Practicing Physicians. Held in Atlanta, GA each June and originally intended for general practitioners in the Southeast, the course now enjoys the attendance of general practitioners, infectious disease specialists, internists, pediatricians, family practitioners, infectious disease physicians-in-training, public health officials, clinical microbiologists, and others whose practices encompass the entire nation. A distinguished faculty from renowned medical institutions around the country presents the latest information on the epidemiology, recognition, treatment, and management of new and reemerging infectious diseases. A series of interactive, real-life, clinical case presentations, designed to challenge participants' newly acquired clinical information, have become one of the most popular aspects of the course.
The physician with a busy clinical practice may not have the luxury of attending all potentially beneficial educational opportunities. Where possible, NFID sponsors "satellite" educational offerings at physician gathering places: major national and international conferences and meetings. These satellite symposia, usually lasting 2-3 hours, are designed to supplement the main conference programming by providing an in depth look at various aspects of infectious diseases not covered in the main conference. NFID has also sponsored interactive satellite videoconferences, an efficient format allowing physicians and other health care providers to attend and participate in educational events in their own, or nearby medical facilities. Literally thousands of healthcare providers attending sessions in hundreds of downlink sites are provided essential medical information and continuing medical education credits. Select programs are also available for credit via the NFID website. NFID sponsors or publishes a variety of scientific materials based upon NFID conferences, scientific panel discussions, round table discussions, and symposia. These materials take the form of proceedings published in peer reviewed scientific journals, or "free-standing" NFID publications. Availability of all such publications is announced in The Double Helix and on NFID's website at www.nfid.org.
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SUPPORTING RESEARCH AND TRAININNG
N N F F I I D D F F E E L L L L O O W W S S H H I I P P S S
To further its objectives in the areas of research and training, NFID provides fellowship support to qualified physicians and scientists dedicated to research in infectious diseases. The New Investigator Matching Grants program provides new medical researchers with "seed" funds to help pay for supplies and equipment during the first year of independent infectious diseases research. Funds, typically awarded for one-year at the level of $2,000, are matched by the researchers' institution. Since 1982, this program has provided funds for over 150 new faculty members. 
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BUILDING COALITIONS
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HONORING SCIENTIFIC AND PUBLIC HEALTH ACHIEVEMENT, LEGISLATIVE CONTRIBUTIONS , AND PHILANTHROPY
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The Maxwell Finland Award for Scientific Achievement is presented to a scientist who has made outstanding contributions to the understanding of infectious diseases or public health. Some of the criteria on which selection is based include: C C Excellence in clinical and/or research activities C C Participation in the training of future leaders in the field C C Positive impact on the health of humankind The Award, a three-dimensional marplex sculpture of the double helix, the symbol of NFID, was commissioned to sculptor Sharon Gainsburg, a former researcher at the National Institutes of Health.
Former recipients of the Maxwell Finland Award for Scientific Achievement are:
Each year NFID presents awards to outstanding individuals who have made significant and lasting contributions to the health of society through scientific achievement, public health, philanthropy, or legislation. 
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